	Ref. No: KHB/C.Govt./2014
	Date: 02-09-2014


To

The General Manager,
East Coast Railway,
BHUBANESWAR.
Sir,
Thank you for convening a meeting with members of Parliament to discuss various issues pertaining to East Coast Railway on 2nd September at Bhubaneswar.  In this regard, we convened a meeting at Visakhapatnam on 30th August inviting the public to express their views and suggestions on various issues.  The Meeting was attended by my collegue members of Parliament, Sri M.Srinivasa Rao and Smt.K.Geetha.
We wish to bring to your kind notice the following issues for your consideration.
1. Demand for creation of new Railway zone:

a) Visakhapatnam is the biggest city in the divided Andhra Pradesh state and it is one of the fastest growing city in India.  Though Waltair division is earning maximum revenue in the East Coast Zone, the genuine demands of the people of this region for introducing additional trains has been totally ignored by the officials of the East Coast Zonal head quarters. 

b) Some of the trains like Prasanthi Express, Visakha Express, Visakha-Chennai Express etc.  initially originated from Visakhapatnam providing ample accommodation for people of this region were forcibly extended to Bhuvaneswar against the wishes of the people of Visakhapatnam making them feel step-motherly treatment.
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c)  People of this area are facing a lot of inconvenience as they are not able to get confirmation for advance reservation within reasonable time to travel to places like Tirupati, Bangaluru, Shiridi, NewDelhi, etc from Visakhapatnam. Repeated requests/ demands for an increase in the reservation quota for Visakhapatnam by the people of this region are totally neglected by the East Coast Railway authorities.

d) Trains originating from Visakhapatnam like Janmabhoomi Express, Ratnachal Express are operating with very old coaches and no effort was made to replace them with new rake. 

e) Lot of injustice was done to the unemployed youth of this region who came to Bhuveneswar to write the RRB examination by tearing off their hall tickets to stop them from writing the exam and creating panic. No protection was given by the authorities.

These are some of the reasons which created the public sentiment that creation of a new railway zone with head quarters at Visakhapatnam can only solve the problems related to railways in this region. It may be noted that, during the Bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, the central Government also assured that a new railway zone will be formed within six months from 2nd June, 2014 is appointed day.
2.  Renaming of Waltair Division:

Though the station name of Waltair has been changed to Visakhapatnam, the division is still called with the colonial name of Waltair, which needs to be changed as VISAKHAPATNAM Division so as to give clear identity of the division.
3.  Construction of new Plat forms at Visakhapatnam Station:

At present Visakhapatnam station is functioning with 8 platforms. As there is scope for increase in the train traffic and right now some of the trains are being detained at outer signals for clearance of platforms, at least two more platforms are to be constructed on Gnanapuram end, which may ease the present traffic flow without any hindrance.  As most of the Railway quarters on Gnanapuram side have out lived their existence and most of them are dilapidated condition, new plat forms can be constructed by demolishing them. 
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4.  Diverted Trains enrooted through Visakhapatnam :

The following diverted trains presently passing through Duvvada station are to be en routed through Visakhapatnam station.
a) Howrah-Vascodigama–Amaravathi Express (Weekly 4 days):
     It has to be brought to the Visakhapatnam Railway Station instead of passing through Duvvada.  It is connecting two major Ports, Visakhapatnam on East Coast, Goa on West Cost.  In view of the Port connectivity, it should be treated as most essential.

(b) Howrah-Pandicherry-Aurobindo Weekly Express.
(c) Bhagalpur-Yeswantapur–Anga Weekly Express.
(d) Santraghachi-Tirupathi Weekly Express.

(e) Santraghachi-Prasanthi Nilayam Weekly Express

5.   Tourist Train to Araku:

  
Visakhapatnam and Araku are offering cheap tourism opportunities not only for the people of Andhra Pradesh, but also for the people coming from Chattishgarh, Orissa and West Bengal during the festival season.  In view of the heavy demand, a tourist train between Visakhapatnam and Araku has to be considered to encourage tourism.
The present passenger train, which is running between Visakhapatnam and Kirandole is not able to cater to the needs of the tourists traffic to Araku.  There was long standing demand for a special tourist train with VISTADOME coaches.

6.    Introduction of new trains from Visakhapatnam:

After the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh state, Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada are two large cities in the divided Andhra Pradesh and are gaining more importance.  Keeping in view more number of night and day trains are to be introduced between Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada.

We wish to bring to your kind notice that a new Double Decker train was introduced between Kachiguda and Guntur, which did not attract much patronage from the public.  Has this Double Decker train been introduced between Visakhapatnam/ Vizianagaram/Palasa-Vijayawada it would have served the public in a better way.
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In view of much raising demand to have Balaji Darshan at Tirupathi, there is a necessity for Visakhapatnam-Tirupathi daily superfast overnight express train.  

The introduction of the following trains are to be considered.
a) Visakhapatnam – Tirupathi Daily Superfast overnight express with limited halts.
b) Visakhapatnam – Mysore / Bangaluru via Renigunta Daily Superfast Express

c) Visakhapatnam – Lucknow via Varanasi Superfast Express

d) Visakhapatnam – Jaipur Superfast Express

e) Visakhapatnam – Chittor Intercity Daily Express
7.   Increase in Frequency of Trains:


The frequency of the following trains has to be increased as there is demand from the passengers of this region:

a) 22203/04 Visakhapatnam–Secunderabad Duranto Express at present is running 3days/week has to run every day.
b)18567/ Visakhapatnam–Kollam weekly Express has to run at least 3 days/week.
c) 16309/16310 Ernakulam-Patna Express at present running 2days/week has to run 4 days/week.
(d) 18401/Puri-Okha (via) Visakhapatnam is at present running weekly once has to run at least 2 days per week.
8.   Routing of new AP Express:   

The routing of the proposed A.P Express between Vijayawada-New Delhi should be considered in such a way so as to cover maximum area in Andhra Pradesh.  If the train route is proposed via Khazipet, Balarsha, the train will run only for an hour and half in the state of Andhra Pradesh before entering in to Telangana state by covering limited area in Andhra Pradesh.  Therefore the routing has to be revised in such a way that the train covers maximum area in Andhra Pradesh.  It is possible only by two alternative routes.
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(a) The train should originate from Visakhapatnam and run through Rajahmundry, Vijayawada, Khajipet, Balarsha, Delhi.
(b) The second alternative is the train should originate at Vijayawada and run through Rajahmundry, Visakhapatnam, Raipur, Delhi.  This will enable to cover maximum number of districts in the state of divided Andhra Pradesh.
9.   Special Trains:   

As regards the introduction of special trains, especially at the time of vacations/festivals, the performance of East Coast Railway is very dismal.  There should be proper planning to introduce special trains and they should be given importance for running them as per schedule and steps should be taken in this regard besides giving wide publicity of these trains.  More number of trains may be planned to ease the traffic during the Ayyappa pilgrim season towards Alleppy, Cochin of Southern Railway and also during Puja, Pongal and summer vacations.  As river Godavari Puskarams are on the anvil, lakhs of pilgrims will move and proper planning may please be taken from now itself in coordination with SC Railway authorities to clear the rush without any inconvenience.

10.   Development of Satellite Stations:

Keeping in view of the growth of Visakhapatnam city, especially after bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, the satellite stations of Duvvada and Simhachalam/Pendurthi needs to be improved by adding more number of platforms and passenger amenities for future development so as to introduce new trains from these stations, like Yesvantpur near Bangalore or Santragachi near Howrah.
11.  Laying of Third Line between Gopalapatnam and Visakhapatnam stations:

Inspite of track circuiting, inter-locking through Route Relay cabins with modern gadgets at Visakhapatnam, most of the trains are compelled to wait at outer signals due to bunching of train movement all within a short time.  In order to avoid such contingencies and also keeping the future requirements, a third line is to be added from Gopalapatnam to Visakhapatnam to ease traffic bottlenecks and ease movement of trains.  The Zonal administration should take proper steps for sending proposals in this regard.
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12.  Replacement of Old Coaches:

At present most of the originating trains from Visakhapatnam are composed with rickety bogies sans proper maintenance.  It is not known as to how the new bogies allotted to the zone are diverted to other divisions without proper distribution to Waltair division.  A number of rail users of these parts are very sore on this account.  Please ensure proper distribution of new bogies and arrange to replace the old bogies suitably at least for the newly introduced trains originating from Visakhapatnam station at the earliest.
13.  Catering Facilities:

The present catering arrangements at stations and also on trains needs more care and improvement.  The exorbitant rates of food items in the food plazas at Visakhapatnam station is a matter of grave concern and also the quality and quantity needs to be checked properly without any compromise so as to cater the needs of all section of rail commuters.  No separate Vegetarian dining rooms are seen at the station as in the past.  The entire catering system is in doll drums and needs immediate corrective action.

14.  Increase of No. of Counters:

At present only 4 (Four) counters are opened to public for reservation purpose at Vizag station and very few counters at Vizianagaram.
At both these counters public are made to wait long time for getting reservation purpose.

Hence it is requsted to open more counters by posting sufficient staff at the above two stations.

15.  Issues Relating to Railway Hospital:

Adequate number of doctors and medical staff are not available to cater to the needs of railway employees and retired employees. More number of doctors and medical staff are to be employed. Medical infrastructure, equipment as well as availability of medicines need improvement.
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East Coast Railway, Waltair Division railway employees are suffering a lot since no tie-up with any famous Eye Hospital at Visakhapatnam.  It is learnt that East Coast Railway has sent a proposal to the Railway Board for sanctioning of TIE-UP with Sankar Eye Foundation, Visakhapatnam for the benefit of Railway Employees & their family members including retired employees.  But still Railway Board has not communicated its approval.
16.   Unmanned Level Crossings:

There are about 100 unmanned railway level crossings in Visakhapatnam district. All these unmanned level crossings in Visakhapatnam district are to be secured with a gate and guard to prevent the unfortunate incidents like the one happened at Medak, Telangana State.
17.   Increase of Reservation Quota at Visakhapatnam:

The railway reservation quota, Tatkal quota for superfast trains at Visakhapatnam are to be increased and bring Visakhapatnam under  GNWL.
18.  Request for Halting of trains at Duvvada station:

I. There is a public demand for the halts of the following trains which are originating from Visakhapatnam at Duvvada station:


a)12739/40
Garibrath Visakhapatnam to Secundrabad Express


b)18519/20
Visakhapatnam – Mumbai LTT Express 

Some time back, Hon’ble Minister of State for Railways Sri K.Surya Prakash Reddy announced, the halt, but there is no action.  The stoppage of these trains at Duvvada will reduce the traffic problems in the city.  
II. There is long pending demand from Vijayanagaram District for:


a) Halting of 13351/52 Bokaro Express at Gajapatinagaram Station


b) Halting of 18503/04 Rayagada passenger train at Bondapalli station
19.  Extension of Car parking and providing Bus Terminal:

There is a need for the extension of car parking space at Visakhapatnam railway station.  It can also be considered for APSRTC bus terminal to be provided on Gnanapuram side within railway station premises.
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20.   Travel Concession for Journalists:

It is brought to our notice that the journalists from the rural area were not offered 50% concession on travel while other zone are following the practice.  We request you to consider the request of the press persons.
21.   Change of time:

The timing of Visakhapatnam-Chennai Express should be changed so that the train reaches Chennai by 6 AM instead of 9-35 AM.
22.   Road under Pass:

Under passes in Visakhapatnam LS Constituencies:

(a) Surrounding areas in the Vizag Metropolitan Zone are fast developing. The level crossing gates are to be replaced by under passes. 
(b) Particularly the level crossings between Simhachalam and Kothavalasa Junction where 4 lanes are operating the under passes and not limited height subways with 5.5 Meters Height and 7 Meters width are to be erected keeping futuristic and practical needs. 
 (c)(i) Otherwise limited height Sub-ways will not be sufficient in any of the Metropolitan Areas / Master Plan Areas and people will not be willing to surrender level crossing gates like it happened in some places and burden of maintenance will be there for both LC Gates and limited height sub-ways as well.

 
(ii) Uniform policy of erecting limited height sub-ways as a rule, in place of level crossings  at all places is not proper.  Limited height sub-ways are suitable only at small villages, meter gauges and very low density traffic zone.  They cannot be prescribed particularly in Metropolitan / Master Plan areas, high growth potential areas future high density residential zone.  The decision to erect a particular size of the under pass boxes should more aptly be left to the discretion of the local Senior Railway Engineers. 
(d)Hence keeping in view the immediate future requirements and permanent solution to the Traffic needs and avoidance of fatal accidents only under passes with 5.5 meters height and 7 meters width area to be erected. 
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(e)At the following level crossings, where fatal accidents have already occurred, under passes with 5.5 meters height and 7 meters width are required. 
(i) Jangalapalem level crossing LC No.486, 857/27/29 K.M. 
(ii) Seeramsettipalem level crossing LC No.485, 857/1 K.M. 
(iii)Desapatrunipalem (St. Ann’s Convent) level crossing L.C.No.484, 855/31/33
    K.M. 

23.   In time arrival of trains to station:

The arrival of Kakinada-Visakhapatnam Passenger to Visakhapatnam station is always delayed.  It reaches up to Visakhapatnam outer in time but it arrives on platform very late due to stoppages in between Kancharapalem-Visakhapatnam Railway Station.  This causes problems to duty persons, who compelled to take leave for that day and students get absent to their classes.  
Steps to be taken to see that the train reaches Visakhapatnam Station in time to benefit the commuters.

We request you to kindly consider these issues and take necessary action.
With regards,
	(KOTHAPALLI GEETHA)

Member of Parliament(LS), Araku (A.P)
	(M.SRINIVASA RAO)

Member of Parliament(LS),

Anakapalli (A.P)
	Yours sincerely,

(Dr. KAMBHAMPATI HARI BABU)

Member of Parliament (LS),

Visakhapatnam (A.P)


