
Western Railway’s iconic Mumbai Rajdhani turns 50 

Here’s everything you need to know about her glorious past 

1972 was a significant year in the history of Indian Railways. It was the time when the 

national rail transporter introduced the second Rajdhani Express to operate in India. 

Banking on the success of Howrah - Delhi Rajdhani Express introduced three years back in 

1969, the Indian Railways started a similar service connecting the national capital, Delhi, to 

the financial capital, Mumbai. 

 

Who would have imagined back then 

the train would go on to become one of 

the most popular & patronized trains 

over Indian Railways ? Or that it would 

bring the two cities much closer and 

fulfill the aspirations of people along the 

route? Now, as the train completes its 

golden jubilee, it is time to revisit its 

glorious past. 

 
 
151Dn/152Up Rajdhani Express 
 

It was May 17, 1972, when the Mumbai Rajdhani chugged between the two cities for the first 

time. Rajdhani Express was a grand affair with the name itself enough to evoke a sense of 

pride. That pride only swelled further as passengers began experiencing the luxurious 

hospitality onboard and speedy journeys to their destination. 

 

From delicious dinners to sumptuous breakfasts, served with ever-smiling faces of onboard 

stewards, a journey in Mumbai Rajdhani was something everyone looked forward to. In 

fact, it helmed at the top on the bucket list of many a million travelers eager to witness the 

journey of their lives. 

 
From one to many 
 
Mumbai Rajdhani was always going to be a popular affair, and there was no doubt about it. 

Owing to the excellent response from passengers and growing demand for additional 

accommodation, the train’s length increased to 18 coaches from October 02, 1981.                      



The increased rake length also brought to the picture twin diesel locomotives, which would 

haul the train towards its destination. People began fondly addressing the train as double-

headed Rajdhani. 

 

The very next year, 1982, saw Mumbai Rajdhani operating four days a week based on the 

continuously increasing demand. There was no stopping the Rajdhani as the four-days-a-

week affair became six days in 1989. The train was also renumbered from 151Dn/152Up to 

2951 Up/2952 Dn. 

 

With rapid industrialization and urban development, trains were fast gaining much more 

prominence. To cater to the increasing demand of passengers along the route, the present-

day 12953/12954 August Kranti Rajdhani was introduced on July 01, 1991. It came as an 

excellent alternative for passengers between the two cities who were finding it tough to get 

accommodation in the Mumbai Rajdhani. 

 

It was in May 15, 1992, when the Rajdhani first began operating with Three-tier AC 

coaches. And it took just around eight more years for the train to begin running daily from 

October 02, 2000.  

 
The Changing Appearance 
 
The Mumbai Rajdhani Express, like its counterparts, had ICF coaches in red and cream livery 

until 2003. As technology began evolving rapidly, the Indian Railways gave it a new look 

and feel by changing the coaches from ICF to LHB (Linke Hofmann Busch) ones.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was not too long ago that the Mumbai Rajdhani started sporting a newer look once again. 

On July 19, 2021, Indian Railways inducted the Tejas rake, which has smart coaches with 

ultra- modern features. Those amenities make the journey all the more comfortable for 

passengers. 

 

The Mumbai Rajdhani Express offers speedy connectivity between the two cities with 

excellent amenities, hospitality, and ambience on offer. A ride in the Rajdhani Express is 

truly worth your time and money. 

 

***** 


